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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Hard to find facts to endorse nnhtary actlon'

In teaching my cnntempurmy
issues class in Coventry, I try to
be as objective as pﬂssihle'iﬁ
discussing controversial topics.
I search through various mews
sources, both conservative- and
liberal, for all perspectives on
the topic. In researching the
debate on the proposed war on

'Iraq it is difficult to find non-
circumstantial or factual infor-
mation - that endorses military
action against Irag. Im fact,
_there is an abundance of schol-
arly information that contradicts
such aggression, that it seems to
_defy the IDE[% the Bush

Administration is using to suc- -

cessfully convince the domestic-
and intemational public. - -

students that Saddam Hussein is

- a pice guy and deserves to stay
in power. -In fac, the people
who protest this~war are ‘not
defending Iraq’'s ﬂﬂ‘fﬂl‘ﬂ.ﬂlﬂﬂl Or.
supporting terrorism. Thn: taakl
at hand in my “class and among
_the public is about sifting

through ‘the rhetoric and rm:.m- :
. even in ithis capacity, can be ..
~ soil, in adchnun to a meeting
_mrh the LS. ambassador 10
“which she stated that the JS.
_had no position on Trag's move- -
‘ment 1nto Kuwaﬂ

- formation prﬂpaﬂalcd by “our”

government and reﬂrurﬂ'ltme.d by -
the complacent and docile main-
stream media. It is also about
insisting that our {:numr]. '3 dﬂd- :
icated citizens who fisht in- our
armed services deserve t-:u__mk'
their lives truly for our safety
and the principles of democracy.
Unfortunately,. with this pro--
‘posed war on Irag, it 1s not the
case. Consider the following
reasons, accusations’ Of Casus
belli for war on Iraq -that have
-been bmuﬂht Iurwh-:d b} the
Bush adrmm:-trauﬂn. =T
_Casus beli No. 17 S'adﬂ'mﬁ_
‘Hussein is a ruthless dictator who
has -used weapons of mass
destruction against the Kurds
( dEpIcrEd as his mﬂﬂcenf cifi-
zens). ). While Lhu first part is true,
. the second pan deserves some
critical-afention.- - For Eiﬂ.mplt a
retired CIA ufﬁmal Stﬂphﬂﬂ B
Pelletiere, recently IEPDIIEJC]. a past
US. Defense Intzlligence Inv esti-_
gation in the New York "ﬁm&i that
found that the Iranian forces were
actually to blame for the arrocifies
in Halabja, North Irag. " It tums
- out that Iran.also used gas in the
Iran-Iraq war. And, Iran used a

for illegal weapons.

Ean_kmu Cﬂm.fmt!a hEﬂﬂJ‘l'—TS ‘In
addition, one most consider that

some of the- Kurdish people-

fought with the Iranian troops
against Saddam. While the use of
ese weapons is not Jusuﬁed
upon reviewing the facts, it
changes the weight of the accusa-
Hon. - . ot s
Another thing to think about
is that Irag chose not to use

y  weapons of mass dr:slrur:tlc:-u in

the Gulf War, yet the U.5. gov-
emment approved and used up
to 3{]4.] tons. of depleled ur:ani.unl

St

-tered m schunl :,':mis and else-
where 1n Irag. hccgn.lmﬂ to the

_ -- UN- Commission on” Human
1 cannot tell or defend to my ;

Richts, only.‘one microscopic
parln:ir: ERpﬂSEd to a person-is

270 fimes the rﬂ_diaunn accept-

-able to a worker in the radiation
indusiry. To this day, there are- -

as many as 50,000 veterans of

the Gulf War that suffer illness- -

es related .10 these shells..- .In-
Iraq; thousands-of Children are
also infected.’ Nuclear Weapons,

considered weapons- of Imass
destruction. Amazingly enuunh
the Bush. zu:lﬂ:umstralmn is con-
Eldﬂr!.ﬂﬂ’ usmg nuclear huu}:ﬂr
buster weapons this time: == - '

Casus belli No. 2: Irag has

_not complied or abided by UN

law. - One -continually asserted
fact is that Saddam kicked' out
the UN inspectors in 1998.
Actually, the inspectors - pulled-
out, urged by the Clinton admin-

_istration. One of the contzntions.

of our government wWas that the
inspectors were not allowed to
wvisit pIESIdE:nLlﬂ] palaces
thought to be storage facilibies
While this
is true, it is also true that Rﬂl_f
Ekﬁus head Uf UNSCOM con-
firmed that the U.S. mﬁp@cmrs
worked with the CIA am:l L’n-:
Israelis to obtain “information
outside the mandate.” -In other
words, we were using the UN

inspectors as part of our spy net-
_vﬂ:nrk. No.wonder Sadd.ml Was

and is hesitant to trust or -;4_:-1}-
cede to all of Hans Blix’s

_demands. .

Another allegation 1is that
Saddam has not destroyed all of

. Israel.

~Afﬂhamstan in ]993

-detered JHE[ as - Lhasv.: uthf:r
countries have been?

. Casus belli ‘Hr.} 3: Irag !-."l’l-ﬂd
ed the sovereign country of

Kuwait and launched preemp-.
- tive 'missile * strikés ﬂgai}:sr_'
Sad::lam did invade-that
. small country south of Trag, but

there was a rationale for this act

of aggression that needs to be
considered. - Fu'sL, K.uwml Was
selling oil at lower prices,
reducing Iraqg's profits and sales
against OPEC.. agreements.

Second. Kuwait had refused to

wrile c:-ff Prr:'.'mus loans aod aids
to Iraq ich§ “peeded 4 tepne:w:
or loan- IDI‘EP-’E:!]E.SS due to its
post war r-cas-;a.mu fmm eight
years of- ennﬂ_u:l with- . Iran.

Saddam_mms_ted that Iraq made

4he - gaﬁriﬂces i 'cﬂrtﬂi]jng
Tranian - r:*::pansmmsm _for _
_Kuwmt :md I.']th:l’ "whddle:

Eastern Cﬂuﬂtﬂﬂ: aﬂd Lhﬂl'ﬂtﬂfp
. mentalist groups, like Al- Qazds,
_for years. Only since.the U.S.

deserved ~ this - concession.
Third, Iraq also EECEEEEI Kuwmt

‘of drilling in ‘the -Rumaila oil
field that- ].lEh in the cuufh::t due-
" to I]]E Sandi's avﬂrsmn to having

non- Islamm Inr:es on 15 ‘holy

Regardless,
the invasion dld ﬂnhte UN law
and cost many lnnocent lives.

But, hypocritically, the U.S. has
also invaded .snvﬁmigﬂ coun-
tries such as the illegal invasion

in Panama undér'_Rr::lgan. aiding -

the Contra attack in Nicaragua
(World Court 1986 ruling); and

the CIA's overthrow of -the -

democratic government in Iran
(1953) to name a few that were
in violation of UN law. '
Another event that is used as
justification for war on Iraq is

the fact that Saddam launched
- CUD missiles at Israel {‘.Iurmn '

the Gulf War in violation of UN

-_authﬂnry What is not men-

tioned is that Saddam did not
use chemical or biological war-
heads, even though he pos-
sessed them. On the other hand,
the U.S." also launched two

"cruise missiles ata pharmaceuti-

cal plant in Sudan and a sup-
posed terrorist training camp in
Unat

=Iragl

_going 10

GIU'E.HLEEI:IDIIS, some of "Frh.'il:h.
have Eerrnnst connections.
this were the sole reason (o ﬂn to
_war with Iraq, the U.S. would
need to declare war on the entire
region. On the other hand, the
Bush Administration has made
. allegations that Saddam’is con-

nected to al-Qacda. While prob- - .

ably impossible to prove wrong,

If

it also scémsjincredibly nnlike-"

ly. For example, right after the
invasion
Osama bin Laden ﬂppmachtd
Prince Sultan bin %hdr:lanz al-
- Sag _I}lhﬂ',saﬂljl _dEfEESE. minis-.
ter, offening a lead to force of
100,000 mujahideen into Iraq to
overthrow Saddam Hussein.

Osama bin Laden is a radical .
Islamic
[[':lq_ s Ba'ath Pﬂﬂj’ isa secular-_

fundamentalist and

Eﬂvemment. They dnu t mur

In addition, Saddam has ccmund-_' -

ually repressed Islamic fundz

and Britain have hLll,_}El'tﬂﬂﬁﬂ UN
auuiaunns and 1mpused the.

~illegal “no-fly”” zones, some of

these terrorist groups are now

“out of range from the Iragi gov=~ |
ermment’s war on dissidents and” - |

can train 1n Lhesa alleged }::a.se

camps. Also keep In mind {hut- :
the CIA has beenin thus area for |
“some time training the Ku:drs'h i

rebels, not unlike' they hﬂlpﬂd:

train the ]IﬂUjE.hldEﬂ]]' i_:lunng 'h.ﬂ . .

Soviet Afghanistan’ conflicL
This, of course, came back ©

haunt us later. F‘mﬂllj,r. ‘consider, - -|
that if Iraq’s government pro- . b
vided weapons of mass destruc- =5
tion to these radical terrorists it B

would lead to their own destruc-
tion, since the Ba’'ath party is
not a theocracy built on radical
[slamic law, therefore an infidel
and subject . to - Usama bin
Laden's holy war.

“The lesson to be iﬂam-:d hﬂl’ﬂ
is that the U.S. government,

" among others, will use misinfor-

mation and pmpagunda in order
to shape pubhc opinion into
wal.
admlmsuanun lied about the

" events in the Tonkin Gulf ON

_convince America to enter the
Vietnam War, just like the Bush

- Administration has been falsify- -

ing information about Saddam

The - Johnson

of Kuwaif |

2]



cyamde-based gas that the Iraqis
weren't known to possess at the
time. Also, the U.S., after know-
ing about Irag’s use of gas on
Iramian troops during the ‘war
from 1980 to 1988, continued to
provide strategic satellite images

to Iraqi generals.- U.S. i:nrpqm- '
tions like'American Type Culture-

Collection were given permission
to sell seed stock to Iraq Tor the
production of biological weapons,
like- anthrax, botulinum, and oth-
ers, as revealed in the 1994_Hl:_'}l_.__153

his weapons of mass destruction

~as required by UN 'r“salutiﬂﬂs.

and .is- currently 411[];112 smc:k-

| pﬂes of them. While” hardl:.-'
- anyone would contest this possi-
bility of Saddam’s cie::ﬂt, it also

neads to be CﬂﬂSldﬂl‘Ed that ihe
1S, Pa_!-».lst:m India, China,
Nq;‘lh_ Korea, Iran,- Israel,

among others are known to pos-
~ sess these weapons as well.. The .

justification for the possession

of these weapons.is deterrence.

Why can’t Irag be contained and

now, it has yet to be proven that
these locations had nothing to
do with the embassy h:}mbmgs
in Africa. Im addition, this was a

violation of the sovereignty of -
these nations In aEED[dHﬂEE mﬂl ;

UN law. i

- Casus. belli- No. 4: 'Iml;,- is
funding and supporting terror-
ism. - People .in Irag and -the
Middle East have cunmluaﬂy
sent money to the people 1n
Palestine. Much of this money
is sent through various charity

Hussein to involve us in. this

proposed conflict with Irag.

The main: point to consider is

that there are many of our citi-

zens, relatives, and friends that

“have been activated to fight this
- unnecessary - war.
- Powell’s speech to the UN is IhE
~only real casus belli the White
- House can conjure, all of us cit-

If Cﬂlm

izens should vote to bring our
valued armed service ]IlEIIlhEl':r
home meen:haiely _

. Ted Mitchell -



