® (SS - UNDERSTANDING LAYOUT

Using Expression Web’s CSS Layouts (Layout
® Boxes) — English: Why things are where they are on
the page.

By Ted Mitchell




TO SHOW YOU HOW THIS WORKS, I CLICKED FILE, THEN “NEW”
THEN THIS WINDOW APPEARS. EXPRESSION WILL CREATE A
BASIC CSS PAGE TO START WITH.

B Practice Website (Hiww€b\ipdex.html) - Microsoft Expression Web

i File “tdit View Insert \Format Tools Table Site DataView TaskPanes Window Help

- - A B

Ll“ Web Site ||index.html

There are

. H:\web

<body>| | <div#wrapper>| <div#page> |<div#page-bgtop> <div#page-bgbtm> .
1} images ) I ” I e different layouts
+ | slideshow - e ‘
i New_ B = to choose from.
f:] 7 e e You have to add
] style.css
=l Two columns, left fixed Desaription Content’ CO]'OI"
neral 5 saancy
d Two columns, right fixed Crea ? ofciolu‘rjnn lgg.lout where the left i b aCkgroundS, etC.
AskNET ‘J‘I'hree columns mn has a fixed wi
| Header, nav, 1 column, footer £ But, the structure
€SS Layouts d Header, nav, 2 columns, footer .
“J Header, nav, 2 columns, footer Praview 1S there for you'
Style Sheets d Header, nav, 3 columns, footer
‘.J Header, logo, 2 columns, footer
Frames Pages d Header, logo, 3 columns, footer ‘
T ............ >
Options
Page Editor Options...
TagProperties (C55 Proj 4 b X —
S <
<div#page-bgbtm>

il Inana-hnhtm




I'M CHOOSING THE “HEADER, NAV,..” PAGE
LAYOUT. AN EXAMPLE OF THE LAYOUT IS ON
T.

THE RIG

New
Page |web Site
— \ . .
<« Two columns, left Vixe Description
General — v )
g Two columns, right fixed Create a page layout that contains a
— ‘_2 Theis cokn ?:oatd;' navigation bar, two columns and a
g Header, nav, 1 column, footer
CSS Layouts E Header, nav, 2 columns, footer
g Header, nav, 2 columns, footer Previsy
Style Sheets J_ij Header, nav, 3 columns, footer
é] Header, logo, 2 columns, footer
Frames Pages fj Header, logo, 3 columns, footer e

Options
Page Editor Options...

ok ][ cancel |




THIS IS THE PAGE THAT IS DISPLAYED. REAL BORING,
BUT THERE’'S MORE HAPPENING BEHIND THE SCENES.

B Untitled 1 (Untitied_Lhtml) - Microsoft Expression Web [C="TE

i Fle Edit View Inset Format Tools Table Site DataView TaskPanes Window Help

Type a question for help

+ (Default Font)

|}

<div#masthead>
g id Imasthead
[ align

[ dass

# dir

[ lang

+ ondick

# ondbldick
7 onkey...
7 onkey...
# onkeyup
</ onmoi...

Al Attach Style Sheet...
Select 55 style to apply:
Tag Properties 'CS5Prop | b X
= Clear Styles
@
o

Cfl| [ Web Site I indexhtml \lUntitIed_l,css \{Untitled_l.html N
L Hined [ <oodys| <cvsmastread> -
@ i images ags
@ .y slideshow divs
@ index.himl i
% Iict:Inse.lxt S reak
A] style.css = Horizontal Line
| Image
é Inline Frame
E] Layer
[ Paragraph
=l Form Controls
liad] Advanced Button
2% Drop-Down Box
[ Group Box
(28) Input (Button)

Input (Checkbox)

Apply Styles Manage Styles 4 b X

A4 Newstyle...

(@#top_nav

(@#container
(@left_col

(@) #page_content




EXPRESSION CREATES A BUNCH OF DIVS OR LAYOUT BOXES FOR
YOU. THEY DON'T HAVE SPECIFIED FONT STYLES,

BACKGROUNDS, ETC. YOU HAVE TO ASSIGN THOSE ATTRIBUTES.

)
Data Type a question for help I
Y5 + | (None) 7| (Defauit Font) 7| Oéfaul Size) 290 BIUEEE|EEEE -V AT G
i e [ [<bodys] <divsmasthead>

age — 7 B A CSS style

[E <dv> I
&f index.himl L sepan " sheet 1s
2] license. bt Vs
A] ste.css =/ Horizontal Line I Created. The

gﬂfm\“mas’chead”
Cltayer . .
il div is

5 o onls highlighted

58§ Advanced Button

% Drop-Down Box IlOW .

[f] Group Box
Input (Button)
Input (Checkbox)

A} Attach Style Sheet...

Fr— created as
Select (55 style to apply:
Tag Properties “C55 Prop b X

well, but you
o @I’ i Clear Styles

st |E can hardly see
| g;dign masthead @mmead them yet.
©#top_nav

41 dass
@ di
| [ lang

#container
| 7 ondick L
+/ ondbldick "
| 7 onkey.. (@#left_col
7 onkey... i
ke (@ #page_content
+ onmou...

< onmoil... @ﬁfooter




BEHIND THE SCENES, EXPRESSION HAS CREATED A CSS STYLE SHEET
THAT YOU CAN ALTER TO YOUR LIKING. BUT, THE LAYOUX STRUCTURE
IS THERE FOR YOU TO BEGIN.

B Untitled_1.css - Microsoft Expression Web

i File Edit View Insert Format Tools Table Site DataView TaskPanes Window Help

. H:\web

B ot - The different divs are
Lt y e represented here. Once

A] styke.css you “Modify Style” for
any of them, Expression
background-color: #008000; Writes ‘the Code for you

color: #FFFFFF;
here on the style sheet.

#masthead {
background-color: #FFFF00;

width: 200px;

float: left;
background-color: #000080;
color: #FFFFFF;

margin-left: 200px;
background-color: #COCO0CO;

kil $footer |
Tan Proberties clear: both;
[ Tag Properties (55 Prog background-color: #FF0000;

l | 5‘§E|




THIS IS THE MODIFY STYLE BOX FOR THE
“MASTHEAD.” (IF YOU DON'T KNOW HOW TO GET

HERE, SEE PREVIOUS TUTORIALS (RECOMMENDED))

I'm going to
give each div a
colored

Modify Style =B
Selector: I#ﬁmasthead B‘ [ ] Apply new style to document selection
Define in: IExisﬁngstyle sheet [Z_]I URL: |Unﬁﬁed_1.css [3] [ Browse
Category:

" wtgontet: [ )] €

ackarou backaround-image: | E[ [Bfm' ]
Border

e badkground-repeat:

Position badground-attachment: | [v]

o Obsdgaundposton: | [=] = -]
Table (v) background-position: =Sk 7]
Preview:

AaBbYyGeLlj

Description:

background,
SO you can see
what is going
on. Then I'll
go over layout
techniques.




I ADDED COLOR BACKGROUND TO EACH DIV,
BUT YOU CAN SEE HOW EACH BOX IS STACKED
ON TOP OF EACH OTHER WITH MINIMAL ROOM.

] Untitled 1 (Untitled_Lhtml) - Microsoft Expression Web
i File Edit View Inset Format Tools Table Site DataView Tasl s Window Help

T (Default Size)

3] Web Site ”index.htm} \JUntitIed_l.css‘ \{Unlitled_l.html N

E <body>

N
@ ) images
@ || sideshon
(& index.html
2] license.txt
A} style.css

i

Cltayer

[ Paragraph

[ Form Controls
a2 Advanced Button
2 Drop-Down Box

m Group Box

Input (Button)
Input (Checkbox)
2 .

Apply Styles !Manage Style! 4 X

A4 NewStyle... Options ¥
A} Attach Style Sheet...
Select (55 style to apply:

Tag Properties \CSS Prop 4 b X
3 | Clear Styles

(@#masthead

(@#container

(@ #page_content

I [ Untitled_1.css

@body

m




I PLACED THE CURSOR INSIDE THE “MASTHEAD”
DIV AND STARTED TYPING. BY DEFAULT, IT
PLACES ALL IN THE \TOP-LEFT CORNER.

B Untitled 1 (Untitled_1.html) - Microsoft Expression Web
MW Edit View Inset Format Tools Table Site DataView TaskPanes Window Help

= (Default Fon v | (Default Size) AL BT 'B 7 U =

Bl Al | (] Web Site “index.html Untitled_1.css* \{Untitled_l.html*

E] <div#masthead> &
= | images -
& ) - ype here and here and here.
&
ﬁ index.html [
=) licensetxt A
A] style.css

: y H: \wb




[F I KEEP TYPING OR HIT ENTER, THE DIV
BOX WILL EXPAND AS NEEDED.

7 Untitled 1 (Untitled_1.html) - Microsoft Expression Web

§£i|e Edit View Insert Format Tools Table Site DataView TaskPanes Window Help

. 2

.

- I v 2>

» & i 2
S =3 R

. » | (None) L;(Default Font) - (Default Size) AL BN - B 2

Xl G web site ||indexhtml Untitled_1.css* "\ Untitled_1.htmI*

] <div#masthead>
ype here and here and here.

1. Hi\web

[+ . images

& . slideshow
@ index.html
=] license. txt
A] style.css




I TYPED EACH DIV’S TITLE IN THE
CORRESPONDING DIVS BELOW.

7 Untitled 1 (Untitled_1.html) - Microsoft Expression Web
File Edit View Inset Format Tools Table Site DataView TaskPanes Window Help
1 -k 2|9-0 B IUE

&l (Default Font) & (Default Size)

) 7| (None)
[Eﬁ Web Site “ index.html \QJntit!ed_l.css’= \{Untitled_l.html*

; ) H: \wb

(| [<body>| |<divamasthead>| <span.style1>
# | images
8 i sideshow ype here and here and here.
ﬁ index.html
] license. txt
A style.css e Masthead is here.

TheLeﬁC olumn he Page Content Goes Here




HERE IS THE MODIFY STYLE PANEL FOR THE DIV: “LEFT_COL”
(BLUE — SEE PREVIOUS) EXPRESSION CREATED A WIDTH OF 200
PIXELS TO CREATE A COLUMN.

itent Goes Heps
- Modify Style

'.;lxv )
Selector: :ﬂeft_col [Z] || Apply new style to document SEIEV
Define in: jExisting style sheet | > " URL: !Untitled_1.css / oL,
Category: /

The “Position”
dialogue 1s

;I?) 3:: position: E] width: 200 7“ J . .
Background z-index: ‘ sigh E}i:: ox ‘ hlghllghted
Border - ’-4 —
Box top. | lmlSfex -] here.
right: | (=l lex [~
Layout I |
List bottom: | E}' —
Table left: | =l lex [~
Preview:
AaBbYyGgLlj
Description: width: 200px; float: left; background-color: #000080; color: *FFFFFF

e




EXPRESSION ALSO MADE THIS DIV “FLOAT”
LEFT FOR LAYOUT.

Content Goes i
\Modify Style

Sel r: ;#ieft_col EI Apply new style to document selection
DefineW: |Existing style sheet v | ‘URL: {Untitled_1.css « | | Browse...

Category: \

;I(::I: \ visibility: El overflow: | E] The “Layout”
Background isplay: E dip: rect(...) d. 1 .

gz;der o [er B o E D: - 14 Ogue 1S
o B ot | =[] highlighted

= cursor: E] bottom: | E]f bx [+]

l';'alt:vle left: | E]»: bx [~ heI’e.
Preview:

AaBbYyGgLUj

Description: width: 200px; float: left; background-color: #000080; color: #FFFFFF

[ ok | [ cancel | [ apply ] ‘




POSITION ISSUE: I HIT ENTER A FEW TIMES IN
THE DIV “LEFT COL” AND THE
“PAGE_ CONTENT” DIV DID NOT KEEP UP.

Untitled 1 (Untitled_1.html) - Microsoft Eypression Web

: File Edit View Insert Format Tool;s Table Site DataView TaskPanes Window Help

| (None)

3 X § Gl web Site || indehtml (Untitled_1.css* "\ Untitled_1.html* "
| [<body>| [<divzcontainer>| <div#left_col>

- Nefault Font) | (Default Size) - ] [y B e

::ﬂ |, images

@ . slideshow ype here and here and\here.
ﬁ index.html
=] license. txt
Al style.css e Masthead is here.

EREE®ation Bar
The Left Column The Page Content Goes Here




INSTEAD, SPECIFY A HEIGHT FOR THE COLUMN
AND DO THE SAME FOR THE DIV NEXT TO IT.
HERE I USED “500.”

EMEE®ationBar

The Page Content Goes Hepe
Modify Style

The Left Column

Selector: | #left_col

Define in: |Existing style sheet

Category:

Font x

Bloo ;( position: 200 [Z] = |px E
Background z4ndex: 500 EI: px IZ]
Border e

Box E 1))
[Position | =]

| Layout all

List E] v

Table left: (=)=

Preview: |
AaBbYyGgLUj |

Description: width: 200px; float: left; background-color: #000080; color: #FFFFFF; height: 500px

OK ][ Cancel ][ Apply ]




BOTH ARE NOW 500 PIXELS IN HEIGHT.
YOU CAN ADD LENGTH AS NEEDED LATER.

Sl | G web site [ index.html V\Lyntitled_l.css" = \\VUntitIed_l.htmI*“ N
/| lzbody > |=div#container>  <div#eft_col>

Tvpe here and here and here.

The Masthead is here.




NEXT ISSUE: NOTICE HOW THE TEXT WITHIN EACH
BOX IS NEXT TO EACH OTHER. THIS CAN CREATE
ISSUES. YOU CAN BDIT THE DIVS TO AVOID THIS.

| Untitled 1 (Untitled_1.html) - Microsoft Ex&'e;'sion Web

File W08 View Insert Format Tools \ Fable Site DataView TaskPanes Window Help

- _/ - H 1}, ~ | (None) » (Dgfaylit Font) v  (Default Size) > ¥ & - B

ildenbist I JEX | Gai web Site |[indekhbpl “\(Untitled_1.css= "\ Untitled_Lhtml*

| et | [<body>| |<dv #container’y| <divleft_col>
+ ) images -
T - shideshow ype here and here and here.
ﬁ index.html
=] license. txt
A style.css e Masthead is here.

P imelation Bar

YRR 0)117119.9.0.0.0.0.8.0.(k The Page Content Goes Here




BEFORE CORRECTING THIS, I'LL. ZOOM IN ON
THE “CSS BOX MODEL REFERENCE” TO SHOW
YOU WHAT EACH PART OF THE DIV DOES.

} & Web Site I;divlayoutexample.htmlrr" &
j‘ ;body> <div#masthead >
vpe here and here and here.
The Masthead is here.
The Navigation B o |
The Left Column tThe Page Content Goes Here
a N
Modify Style 2] = |
Selector: Fpage_contenj - App new style to document selection
Define in: Existing style shjeet URL: E: eb\diviayoutexamplestyle.css Browse...
Category:
\F;an; paddifyg: [V] Same for all margin: [ | Same for all
| Blod =1 [ 7
3 Background top: E ~ ] |PX top: E] = {P
ordr 1 right: = Ipx right: E =15
~ bottom = Ip> bottom: E = ¢
|Layout left: = |p> left: |200 SHiex [=]
List
Table CSS box model reference:
Top
hiargin
Border
P adding =
Left Right
Bottom
Preview: 1
AaBbYvGgllj
............................................................................... l Description: margindeft: 200px; background-color: #COCOCO; height: 500px l.
OK ] { Cancel ] { Apply ]
\ J




EACH DIV ON A WEB PAGE HAS THESE
ATTRIBUTES BELOW THAT CAN BE EDITED:

_-Sides — Each div has a Top, Left, Right, and

CSS bOX mOdEI rEferen(:E: / Bottom. You can edit all or some.
Top

Margin — This 1s the space between each div.
You can create an invisible barrier between
each div.

Left

[~ Border — Simple, the perimeter. You can
make this visible as a color or thicken it so be
more pronounced.

W —————————————— —

...................................... \Padding — Here i1s where you add an
invisible buffer area to push text/images in or
away from the border.

Your content (text, images,
etc.) will go in here.



TO CORRECT THIS ISSUE, GO TO THE
MODIFY STYLE WINDOW AND CLICK “B0OX.”
e

| (@l Web Site ];divlayoutexample.htmlr-" ; /
| '<body>| <div#masthead> /
vpe here and here and here.
e Page Content Goes Here \ This 1s to edit the
113 » 7
L - ST “‘page_content” div.
Modify Style /
-
Selector: |#page_content % o
Define in: |Existing style sheet Up#t |E:\web\diviayoutexamplestyle.css Browse...
Category:
{Font paddig@: [¥]Same for all margin: || Same for all
| Block = =
| Background top: [Z] <] |PX top: E] =1p
fdr right: 1 [PX right: E] == Ipx
:sion bottom: = |pX bottom: (=] e
|Layout left: = |px left: |200 ()= ox [+]
| List
| Table CSS box model reference:
Top
hiargin
Border
Padding <
Bottom
Preview: =
AaBbYyGglllj
l Description: margineft: 200px; background-color: #C0OCOCO; height: 500px l.
OK l [ Cancel ] [ Apply ]
\< — — 41




I UNCHECKED THE “SAME FOR ALL” BOX, THEN ADDED PADDING
OF 10 PIXELS TO THE TQP AND LEFT OF THE DIV. THIS PUSHES
THE T IN FROM THE ORDE

IThe Masthead is here.
divEleft col
The Left Cohmm ,

margin: —
s [¢]  top

right:

s b : = Ipx bottom:
Layout : +Ipx E] left:

List
Table €55 box model reference: ]
ox model re renc$op leen I added

::g 10 pixels to the
- grey column,
now the blue
column 1s short

y 10 pixels .
AaBbYyGgLllj

Description: margindeft: 200px; background-color: #COCOCO; height: 500px; padding-top: 10px;
paddingeft: 10px

oK ] [ Cancel ] [




A CLOSER PICTURE SHOWS HOW THE PADDING
HAS PUSHED THE TEXT AWAY FROM THE
BORDER OF THE DIV.

\

i (&3] Web Site U divlayoutexa\g\ple.html --,.,5__di'.lla\,voutexamplestyle.csx A

] [Rbody>) [edv beontainr ] <dyert o>

Tvpe here and here and here.

e Masthead is here.

R iRelation Bar

............................ MPPeiiteeirreintionsssiesiurtersereerresrseerresrreerseerresrreereree oy

The Left Column XXXXXXX? The Page Content Goes Here




I CHANGED THE DIV: LEFT_COL’S TOP PADDING
AS WELL SO THAT BOTH DIVS WOULD LIXE UP
WITH EACH OTHER.

| (41 web Site || divlayoutexample.html “|divlayoutexamplestyless®

Tvpe here and here and here.

[The Masthead is here.

The Page Content Goes Here

[ Modify Style (L2 S

Selector: |#left_col E ApQ ew style to document selectio

Define in: |Existing style sheet URL: [E:\yfeb\diviayoutexamplestyle.css Browse

Category:

Font padding: [ | Same for all margin: || Same for all
Block

Background top: |10 E]: (228 E] top: E]: pX
Border : right: (=] e right: =1 o

| = . 2 X
Position bottom: E] == DX bottom: = ID
Layout left: E = Ipx left: = |PX
List
Table CSS box model reference:
Top
hiargin
Border
Padding
Left | Right
| Bottom
Preview:
AaBbYyGgLlJj
l Description: width: 200px; float: left; background-color: #000080; color: #FFFFFF; height: 500px; '

padding-top: 10px

[ OK ] [ Cancel 1 [ Apply




HERE I MODIFIED THE “TOP_NAV” STYLE AND ADDED 10 PIXELS

TO THE TOP AND BOTTOM M
DIV’S BORDER FROM THE AL

ARGIN. THIS PUSHES THE ENTIRE
JACENT DIVS.

\

Web Site AU diviayoutexample.html Jﬁdivlayoutexamme
It div#con\ai er>h\ <div#left_col>

tyle.ss™ §

vpe here and here‘ d here.

e Masthead is here.

The Nawvioats

VRN 4 8060115:9:9.9.9.0.0.0.0.@& The Page Content C
Modify Style | L2 S
Selector: | #top_nav E] A - - -
Define in: |Existing style URL: |E:\wet tex —<tde =
Category:
FIOZ: padding: [¥]Same for all margin: |
Blo = -
Background top: E =] [P top: |10 [Z] 2 Ipx E]
Border right: il right: E] 2 Ipx
:
Position bottom: bottom: |10 E] = Ipx E]
Layout left: left: =] fox
List
Table CSS box model reference:
Top
hdargin
Border
Padding.
Left Right
Bottom
Preview: e - -
‘ AaBbYyGglllj
Description: background-color: #008000; color: #FFFFFF; margin-top: 10px; margin-bottom: 10px '
[ OK ] [ Cancel ] l Apply J




HERE I EDITED THE BORDERS OF THE “MASTHEAD” DIV. THE
“BORDER-STYLE” GIVES YOU OPTIONS VIKE “GROOVE” (3-D LIKE).
THEN\&QOOSE A WIDTH AND COLOR/PLAY AROUND WITH IT.

N N

1’ (&8l Web Site ” divlayoutela mple.html“' | divIayoutexamplestyle.ss"\

‘J \‘<body>\ <divZmasthead>

Tvpe here and here and here.

The Masthead is here.

R R i
The Navigation Bar

SV RIS 80 9:9:0.0.9.9.0.0.§ The Page Cuntent Goes Here

[ Modify Style \ \ \ [

Selector: |#mas

Define in: |Existing stiNg sheet URL:
Category:
Font border-style: border-width: border-color:
BIOCkk - [¥] same for all [¥] same for all [¥] same for all
Backgroun: <
Border ] top: |groove E 10 E] < 1PX E] #008000 B -
Box right: |groove 10 003000 [ .
Position ——— = =l = —— —
Layout bottom: |groove = v |2X lnbaiintatn [ 1
List left: |groove 10 = Ipx #008000 [ |
Table ==

Preview: I
| AaBbYyGgLllj ‘

................................................................................. E l Description: background-color: #FFFF00; border: 10px groove #008000 l

[ OK ] [ Cancel ] [ Apply J




THIS IS THE PAGE AS IT WOULD LOOK ONLINE.
NOT PRETTY, BUT YOU SHOULD GET THE IDEA
OF WHAT IS GOING ON HERE.

/2 Type here and here and here - Windows Intemet Explorer

? , € | E\web\divlayoutexample.html

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
x [l Editin Contribute ~[F) Postto Blog

¢ Favorites | o @ Suggested Sites v @] Web Slice Gallery v

{@ Type here and here and here

Type here and here and here.
e Masthead is here.

The Navigation Bar

JYTNCJ00119:0,0:0.0.0.0.0d The Page Content Goes Here




® TuE END

It is important you understand how the templates
we’re using work behind the scenes. The best way to
do this is to play around with one of these sample
pages, like I created. Then you will understand the
rules that govern the divs in the page.



