
EXPRESSION WEB 2: MAKING

SOUND PLAY WITH A WEBPAGE
Embedding different music files so that music plays 
for visitors. Understand that many people HATE 
music that plays automatically on a page. Your 
choice.

By Ted Mitchell



HOW TO EMBED A MP3 FILE



CREATE A BLANK HTML WEB PAGE AND SAVE IT. YOU CAN USE AN

EXISTING WEB PAGE THOUGH. BELOW – “MUSICEXAMPLEPAGE.HTML”



THIS IS THE PAGE IN “SPLIT” VIEW. CLICK ANY OF THE TABS

BELOW TO VIEW YOUR PAGE IN DIFFERENT WAYS. THIS CODE IS

AUTOMATICALLY CREATED WITH A NEW BLANK HTML PAGE.

See prior tutorials 

for opening and 

saving new page.

The code written by 

Expression Web .



HIGHLIGHT AND COPY THE CODE BELOW

WITHOUT THE BULLET.

 <embed src="music/yoursong.mp3" 

autostart="true" style="width: 0px; height: 0px">

The “music/yoursong.mp3” is an example. You 

will end up replacing this part with your own 

file pathway. (Explained later)



PASTE THE CODE INTO THE PAGE. JUST PUT YOUR CURSOR ON A

BLANK LINE (YOU CAN CREATE A BLANK LINE BY PRESSING

“ENTER” AFTER AN EXISTING LINE OF CODE.



THEN REPLACE THE MP3 FILE THAT I HAVE

HIGHLIGHTED HERE WITH YOUR OWN MP3 FILE. MINE

IS LOCATED IN THE “MUSIC” FOLDER I CREATED.

You MUST 

have the 

pathway 

correct. 

Meaning, the 

browser needs 

to know where 

to look for the 

music file to 

play. *I will 

show you how 

to do this.



I CLICKED BACK TO “DESIGN” VIEW AND ADDED A BLUE BACK

GROUND TO SHOW YOU THE EMBEDDED MUSIC FILE IN THE

PAGE. THIS WILL NOT SHOW TO VIEWERS.



TO FIND THE RIGHT PATH TO YOUR MUSIC FILE, BEGIN TO

INSERT A HYPERLINK (SHOWN BELOW) AND YOU CAN SEE THE

PATH OR ADDRESS TO YOUR SONG IN YOUR SITE. COPY AND

PASTE THIS INTO THE CODE GIVEN.



TO PREVIEW HOW IT LOOKS TO VIEWERS, CLICK THE PREVIEW

BUTTON.



YOUR BROWSER WILL OPEN THE PAGE AND THIS YELLOW WARNING

WILL APPEAR.* CLICK ON IT AND SELECT “ALLOW BLOCKED CONTENT” 

(IT’S SAFE)

*This only 

happens 

when your 

site is not 

live on the 

server. 



THIS WINDOW APPEARS IN VISTA, CLICK “YES” 

TO SEE OR HEAR THE PREVIEW PAGE.



THE MUSIC SHOULD BE PLAYING IN YOUR BROWSER. *SAFARI BROWSER

DOESN’T PLAY THE MUSIC FILE THIS WAY. ALL OTHER BROWSERS

TESTED (FIREFOX, IE, CHROME) WORK FINE. APPLE IS ANNOYINGLY

MONOPOLISTIC (YES, MORE SO THAN MICROSOFT) SO IT MIGHT HAVE

TO BE A QUICKTIME FILE.



HOW TO EMBED OTHER MUSIC

FILES



CLICK “FILE” THEN SCROLL TO

“PROPERTIES”



THIS WINDOW APPEARS. FIND THE SOUND FILE

YOU WANT TO USE IN YOUR WEB PAGE BY

CLICKING “BROWSE.”



THIS WINDOW APPEARS. FIND THE FILE IN THE FOLDER THAT

CONTAINS YOUR MUSIC FILE. THERE ARE ONLY CERTAIN TYPES

OF FILES IT WILL ALLOW.



INSIDE THE “MUSIC” FOLDER ON THIS WEBSITE, THE

MP3 FILE DOES NOT SHOW. IT HAS TO BE A MIDI, 

WAV, REALAUDIO, AIFF, OR AU FILE. WHY? NO CLUE.



MIDI FILES: THESE ARE LIKE CHEAP CELL

PHONE RINGTONES, BUT THEY ARE FREE AND

SMALL FILES FOR YOUR PAGE TO LOAD.

 Try these FREE websites to find your song:

 http://mididb.com/

 http://www.free-midi.org/

 Google “Free midi files” for more to browse…

*Other files (.wav, .aiff, etc.) that are used by Expression are large file 

types that when converted take up much space and are slow to load. 

Midi files are small and easy to load in browsers. Mp3 files are also 

small comparatively. The large the file, the longer the loading time.
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EXAMPLE: HERE’S “MIDIDATABASE” SITE. 

FIND YOUR FILE TO DOWNLOAD.



I’LL DOWNLOAD “DIRTY DEEDS DONE DIRT

CHEAP.” RIGHT-CLICK ON THE SONG AND THEN

SELECT “SAVE TARGET AS…” TO DOWNLOAD.



THIS WINDOW APPEARS, THEN SAVE IT

(I’LL SAVE TO DESKTOP FOR NOW).



THIS WINDOW APPEARS. OPEN IF YOU WANT TO

PREVIEW IT. IT SHOULD OPEN IN WINDOWS

MEDIA PLAYER OR YOUR DEFAULT PLAYER.



OPEN THE FOLDER OR PLACE YOU SAVED THE MIDI FILE TO AND

THEN DRAG IT INTO A FOLDER IN YOUR WEBSITE. MINE GOES TO

THE “MUSIC” FOLDER.



YOU CAN SEE IT IN THE FOLDER NOW WITH THE

MP3 FILE I HAD IN THERE BEFORE.



NOW, AFTER CLICKING “FILE” THEN “PROPERTIES” LIKE I SHOWED YOU

BEFORE, YOU CAN SEE THE MIDI FILE, BUT NOT THE MP3 FILE. CLICK

ON IT AND THEN CLICK “OPEN.”

The file is in my website 

within the “music” 

folder.



THIS WINDOW APPEARS. YOU CAN SEE THE FILE IN

THE “BACKGROUND SOUND” ADDRESS BAR. CLICK

“OK” AND THE FILE WILL BE EMBEDDED.



IN SPLIT VIEW, YOU CAN SEE THE CODE THAT

HAS BEEN CREATED BY EXPRESSION TO

LOOP/PLAY YOUR MUSIC FILE AUTOMATICALLY.

This code will work 

for mp3 files too, but 

only in Internet 

Explorer browser. 

Why can’t it be 

easier? No clue.



FREE FILE CONVERSION

SOFTWARE

Using a free program to convert mp3 or other files 

to a format you can use in Expression 

“Background Sound” option.



GO TO HTTP://WWW.NCH.COM.AU/SWITCH/ AND

DOWNLOAD THIS FREE SOFTWARE. IT’S SAFE. 
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THIS IS THE SOFTWARE: CLICK “ADD FILE(S)” AND

FIND YOUR SONG, THEN CHOOSE YOUR “OUTPUT

FORMAT.” I CHOSE “.AIFF” (YOU CAN SELECT .WAV OR

OTHERS THAT ARE COMPATIBLE.



THE END


