
WEB DESIGN WITH EXPRESSION

WEB 2
An Introduction ðHow it all works and an 

overview of Expression Web 2



H OW THE INTERNET WORKS : YOUR COMPUTER FINDS CONTENT ON OTHER

COMPUTERS THROUGH I NTERNET EXPLORER (OR ANOTHER BROWSER) AND

DOWNLOADS IT . YOUR COMPUTER CONNECTS TO OTHERS AND OTHERS CONNECT

TO EVEN OTHERSéHENCE THE NAME WORLD -WIDE WEB .



I N ORDER TO CREATE AND DISPLAY A WEBSITE FOR THE WORLD TO SEE, YOU

HAVE TO PUBLISH IT TO A SERVER . I F YOUR SITE IS NOT ON THE SERVER , YOU

ARE THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN SEE IT (ONLY ON YOUR COMPUTER ).

The server allows 

other computers 

to download 

content from it.

Your computer 

has your site on 

it, but only you 

can see it until 

you send it to the 

server.



I N ORDER TO CREATE A CLASS WEBSITE (OR ANY WEBSITE ) THAT CAN

BE SEEN /ACCESSED BY ALL , YOUR SITE NEEDS TO BE PUBLISHED ON A

SERVER . YOU CAN SEE MINE ON MY OWN SERVER @ 

WWW .MITCHELLTEACHERS .ORG

http://www.mitchellteachers.org/
http://www.mitchellteachers.org/
http://www.mitchellteachers.org/
http://www.mitchellteachers.org/
http://www.mitchellteachers.org/


HOW TO BUILD A WEBSITE ??? ðCOVENTRY SCHOOLS HAS THE WEB

DESIGN PROGRAM òEXPRESSION WEB 2ó FOR YOU TO USE ON YOUR

SCHOOL COMPUTER AND YOUR HOME COMPUTER (SEE YOUR

TECHNOLOGY STAFF FOR DETAILS ).



H OW IT ALL WORKS

We create web pages, publish them to the server, 

then all can see them via the Internet. Hereõs how 

it works with Expression Web 2



TO SEE HOW IT WORKS , GO TO

WWW .COVENTRYSCHOOLS .NET AND CLICK

òSTAFF RESOURCESó

http://www.coventryschools.net/
http://www.coventryschools.net/
http://www.coventryschools.net/
http://www.coventryschools.net/
http://www.coventryschools.net/


NOW CLICK òRTI ðRESPONSE TO

I NTERVENTION



EXAMPLE : RTI W EBSITE ðHEREõS HOW IT LOOKS ONLINE . 

WWW .COVENTRYSCHOOLS .NET SERVER IS SENDING THIS .HTML

FILE OR PAGE TO MY COMPUTER THROUGH THE INTERNET . 

Using 

Internet 

Explorer 

online.

http://www.coventryschools.net/
http://www.coventryschools.net/
http://www.coventryschools.net/
http://www.coventryschools.net/
http://www.coventryschools.net/


NOTICE THE ADDRESS - WHERE MY COMPUTER RETRIEVES THE

WEB PAGE . I T DOWNLOADED THE PAGE FROM COVENTRYõS

SERVER AND FROM THE òRTIó FOLDER . 

The page 

you see is 

a file I 

created 

and 

published 

to the 

server. 

Internet 

Explorer 

downloads 

and 

displays it 

for you.



L OOKING AT THE RTI WEBSITE

THROUGH EXPRESSION WEB
For this tutorial, Iõll open the existing RTI site I 
created and demonstrate the tools Expression 
Web 2 comes with to create and work on a 
website. You should open Expression Web and 
view the blank layout to follow along.



OPEN EXPRESSION ON YOUR COMPUTER TO FOLLOW ALONG : GO TO òSTARTó 

THEN òPROGRAMSó THEN òMICROSOFT EXPRESSIONó AND CLICK TO OPEN ðYOU

DONõT NEED TO OPEN A SITE (YOU MAY NOT HAVE ONE YET !)

To 

open 

a site, 

click 

òFileó 

then 

òOpen 

Siteó



TO OPEN AN EXISTING WEBSITE, òFILEó THEN òOPEN SITEó IF YOU HAVE A SITE

TO OPEN , GO AHEAD . I F NOT , YOU CAN VIEW THE BLANK LAYOUT TO SEE THE

FUNCTIONS OF THE PROGRAM. IõM JUST SHOWING YOU THAT I AM OPENING THE

RTI SITE I CREATED ON MY COMPUTER TO SHOW YOU WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE IN

EXPRESSION WEB 2.

On my 

computer, I 

have many 

sites Iõve 

worked on, 

so they come 

up in this 

window. You 

may not 

have any 

YET! Itõs 

okay. Youõll 

change that.



RTI WEBSITE OPENED IN EXPRESSION WEB . NEXT , WEõLL FOCUS ON THE BASIC

LAYOUT AND FUNCTIONS . TO MAKE SURE YOUR LAYOUT IS THE SAME , CLICK

òTASK PANESó THEN òRESET WORKSPACE LAYOUTó (DEFAULT VIEW OF

EXPRESSION ðIF SOMEONE ELSE USES THE PROGRAM ON YOUR COMPUTER , 

THEY MIGHT CHANGE THE SETTINGS ON YOU ðTHIS CORRECTS IT )

Remember: 

This is my 

computer 

with the 

RTI site 

loaded. You 

donõt have 

access to 

this site.  

This is to 

show you 

how it 

works.



THE FOLDER L IST ðBEHIND THE

SCENES ONLINE

Working with and organizing the files in your 

website.



THE FOLDER L IST (TOP LEFT ): HEREõS WHERE

YOUõLL SEE THE FILES AND FOLDERS

CONTAINED WITHIN YOUR WEBSITE

If the file 

or page is 

not listed 

here, it 

wonõt be 

published 

online. 

Meaning, 

people 

wonõt be 

able to see 

it on the 

Internet.



RTI MAIN PAGE ONLINE : I F YOU WANT TO ACCESS A POWERPOINT OR

GO TO ANOTHER PAGE ON THIS SITE , YOU HAVE TO CLICK A HYPERLINK

(LINK OR PATHWAY TO ANOTHER FILE .)

If I click 

òFormsó it 

takes me to 

the 

forms.html 

page/file.



WHEN YOU CLICK òFORMSó IT TELLS THE

SERVER TO SEND YOU /DOWNLOAD THE FILE : 

FORMS .HTML

Once you click òFormsó it 

loads forms.html file or 

page in your browser.



THE FOLDER LIST : THE TOP FOLDER IS YOUR WHOLE SITE

HTTP ://WWW .COVENTRY ... THEN ALL FILES AND FOLDERS WITHIN

IT ARE BELOW . I TõS LIKE LOOKING AT òMY COMPUTERó ON YOUR

PC.

Folders 

are listed 

first, then 

individual 

files or 

pages.

http://www.coventry.../
http://www.coventry.../
http://www.coventry.../
http://www.coventry.../
http://www.coventry.../
http://www.coventry.../


DIFFERENT TYPES OF FILES : EACH FILE IN THE SITE HAS A SUFFIX

THAT SPECIFIES WHAT TYPE OF FILE IT IS - .HTML , .HTM , .CSS, .PDF

ETCé [EXAMPLE : INDEX .HTML OR EVANSADHD .PDF ]

.html or . htm are 

basic/common 

webpages

.css are 

òcascading style 

sheetsó which 

manage the 

òstylesó of font, 

background, etc.

The home page 

is called òindexó 

which has a 

house as an icon.



USE FOLDERS TO ORGANIZE YOUR SITEõS FILES AND

PAGES. I F YOU CLICK ON THE ò+ó SIGN OR DOUBLE -

CLICK ON THE FOLDER NAME IT OPENS .

You can see 

contained within 

the òPowerPoints ó 

folder, the 

powerpoint : 

òDr.stoner éó file.
Notice the PowerPoint 

file: 

òRTIpresentation.pptó 

You can drag that file to 

the folder you want to 

keep organized.



BELOW I DRAGGED THE POWERPOINT FILE

òRTIéó TO THE POWERPOINTS FOLDER . JUST

HOLD AND DRAG IT .

Moving files around 

in your site is like 

dragging files on 

your hard drive in 

òMy Computeró
***Iõll cover this in later 

tutorials too ðThis is just 

an introduction.



I F YOU MOVE A FILE , YOU SHOULD CLICK òSITEó 

THEN òRECALCULATE HYPERLINKS ó THEN CLICK

òYESó WHEN THIS WINDOW APPEARS .



THE POWERPOINT I MOVED IS òHYPERLINKED ó TO ON THE MAIN

PAGE . I F YOU MOVE THE FILE , AND DONõT CHANGE THE PATH TO

THE FILE (HYPERLINK ), YOU WILL GET AN ERROR PAGE .



THIS IS THE ERROR PAGE YOU WILL

RECEIVE IF YOU HAVE A BAD LINK .

Bad link.

Remember: 

I moved the 

file to a 

different 

location, so 

the old link 

looks in the 

wrong place 

now.



I F THE HYPERLINK IS FIXED , IT WILL LOOK LIKE THIS . YOUR BROWSER

IS REQUESTING TO DOWNLOAD DR. TURCHETTA õS POWERPOINT

PRESENTATION . THE SERVER WILL SEND IT TO YOUR COMPUTER .



TAG & CSS P ROPERTIES
Very brief overview ðjust enough so you 
understand what Expression Web is doing behind 
the scenes for you. If this is confusing, no worries, 
because you donõt have to use it to do most web 
design.



TAG & CSS PROPERTIES PANE IN

EXPRESSION WEB



TAG PROPERTIES ARE WHAT DEFINES WHAT

CERTAIN PARTS OF YOUR WEB PAGE DOES

WHEN DOWNLOADED FROM THE SERVER . 

In many cases,, you donõt have 

to use this pane, because other 

(easier to use) commands in 

Expression do it for you. 

Basically, the text and content 

in a web page are told how to 

behave on the page by these 

properties. For example, is the 

text to be centered on the 

page?  When the page loads, 

what files or pictures does it 

place in the browser? This is 

where these properties are 

listed.



EXAMPLE : I CLICKED ON THE IMAGE BELOW AND IN THE òTAG

PROPERTIESó PANE THE DIMENSIONS OF THE IMAGE AND SOURCE

APPEARED .

Translation: The 

image is 175 pixels* 

high and 223 pixels 

wide. The source is 

in the òimagesó 

folder and its name 

follows here.
[* Pixels are the tiny dots of 

light/color that make up the 

images you see on your 

computer and TV. Your 

computer screen might be 1280 

x 720, which means you have 

that many little dots/pixels 

across your screen making up 

the visual you see now.]



I N THIS PANE , YOU CAN CLICK THE SMALL

ARROWS TO MOVE BETWEEN òTAG PROPERTIESó 

AND òCSS PROPERTIESó



CSS (CASCADING STYLE SHEETS ) IS WHAT

DEFINES THE WAY TEXT , BACKGROUND , AND

OTHER CONTENT LOOKS ON YOUR PAGE .

In this pane, you can set up 

òstylesó which are defined 

characteristics of the font, 

background, etc. on a page. 

So, you can make a style that 

uses white ñarielò font and 

makes it all lower-case with a  

blue background.



UNDER CSS PROPERTIES YOU CAN SEE THE STYLE ðFONT COLOR , SIZE , 

BACKGROUND , ETC . AS YOU GET BETTER AT THIS , YOUõLL WANT TO SET UP YOUR

OWN òSTYLESó THAT YOU CAN IMPORT INTO NEW OR EXISTING WEB PAGES

AVOIDING HAVING TO USE THE òBOLDó ORòFONT -SIZEó COMMANDS AGAIN AND

AGAIN .

The cursor is here on the 

page, so in the Task Pane it 

shows what style is used and 

what properties that entails.

Font = white for color, 

òAharoni ó for type of font, 

and size = medium.


