
CSS TEMPLATE – LAYOUT

BASICS
By Ted Mitchell

See the tutorial: “CSS – Understanding Layout” to 
better understand the content in this one. Also, 
download and play around with another CSS 
template to see its layout as you view this tutorial.



HERE’S AN EXAMPLE CSS TEMPLATE THAT IS MADE UP OF MANY

DIVS. THESE DIVS HAVE THEIR OWN STYLES OR PROPERTIES

THAT GOVERN THEIR LAYOUT.



THE “WRAPPER” DIV IS THE LARGE DIV THAT

ALL OTHER DIVS ARE WRAPPED IN. MANY WEB

DESIGNERS USE THIS METHOD TO CENTER ALL.



THIS IS THE WRAPPER’S STYLE WINDOW. IN

ORDER TO CENTER ALL ON THE WEB, THE

RIGHT AND LEFT MARGIN ARE SET AT “AUTO.”

This method places the 

web page in the center 

of the screen regardless 

of the size of each 

screen.



IF YOU CLICK AROUND THE PAGE, THE DIV’S BORDERS WILL

SHOW. I HAVE HIGHLIGHTED, THE “CONTENT” DIV. IT IS ALSO

HIGHLIGHTED IN THE APPLY STYLES PANE.



THE “CONTENT” DIV HERE HAS PADDING. YOU

CAN SEE IT ON THE SIDES WHICH PUSHES THE

TEXT INWARDS.



HERE YOU CAN SEE THAT THE “CONTENT” DIV

HAS 20 PIXELS OF PADDING ON THE RIGHT AND

THE LEFT.



THE DIV “PAGE” CONTAINS THE TWO

COLUMN DIVS “CONTENT” AND “SIDEBAR”



ALSO, THE DIV “PAGE” RIGHT AND LEFT

MARGINS ARE SET TO “AUTO,” WHICH CENTERS

THE DIV IN THE WEB PAGE ONLINE.



THE DIV “CONTENT” FLOATS LEFT IN LAYOUT

SINCE IT IS ONE OF TWO COLUMNS.



THE “SIDEBAR” DIV IS ALSO INSIDE THE “PAGE” 

DIV SHOWN BEFORE, BUT ON THE RIGHT AS A

COLUMN.

The “content” div is on 

the left as the other 

column fitting inside 

the “page” div.



THE MODIFY STYLE WINDOW FOR THE “SIDEBAR” DIV SHOWS

THAT IT’S LAYOUT HAS IT FLOATING RIGHT. (REMEMBER: THE

OTHER COLUMN FLOATS LEFT)



INSIDE THE “CONTENT” DIV IS A PARAGRAPH (P) DIV FOR TEXT. THIS IS

THE “P” DIV’S MODIFY STYLE WINDOW. THE “BLOCK” CATEGORY SETS

THE LINE HEIGHT (DISTANCE BETWEEN LINES) AT 180%. – MORE SPACE

BETWEEN THEM.



ANOTHER DIV WITHIN A DIV – THE “A.LINK” DIV CREATES BOX

OR BUTTON LINKS. (SEE TUTORIAL ON HOVER BUTTONS IN CSS 

FOR DIFFERENT WAYS TO USE THESE)

The “Block” 

category centers 

the text. The 

“Background” is 

set to orange, etc.



HERE’S THE “SPLASH” DIV WHICH HOLDS

THE FLOWER BACKGROUND PICTURE.



THE MODIFY STYLE WINDOW FOR THE “SPLASH” DIV SHOWS THE

BACKGROUND IMAGE OF THE FLOWER. “NO-REPEAT” HAS IT AS

ONE BIG PICTURE, WHEREAS WHEN YOU USE A TILE

BACKGROUND PICTURE, IT REPEATS THE PATTERN (SEE BACKGROUND

TUTORIALS)



HERE YOU CAN SEE THAT THIS DIV ALSO

CENTERS THE DIV BY SETTING THE RIGHT AND

LEFT MARGIN AS “AUTO.”



THE END

More to come on CSS Template layout and 

editing.


